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FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 

Hi Everyone, 
LǎƴΩǘ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎΦ Bulbs are starting to poke their heads through the 
soil and snowdrops are coming into bloom. 
 
We are quickly moving towards the AGM where several of the committee will have to 
relinquish their posts in line with the Constitution. Could I take this opportunity to express 
my sincere thanks to them for all their hard work and dedication. The positions we have 
vacant are Secretary, Treasurer, Vice Chair and Committee Member. It is imperative that 
we fill these positions for our u3a to continue. We cannot afford for our u3a to close 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ Wƻƴƛ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ǎƻƴƎ .ƛƎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ¢ŀȄƛ άȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
Ǝƻǘ ǘƛƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜέΦ !ǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ¢ǊƛǇǎ ƛǎ 
standing down and I would like to thank her very much for all the wonderful shows I have 
seen. If anyone or a group of members would like to organise events, then we would be 
very pleased to hear from you. If you are interested in any of the vacancies and wish to 
know more then please drop me a line at sadu3achair@gmail.com or come and see me at our 
next Members Meeting. 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ !ƴƴ CŜŀǘƘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άL 
ǿƛƭƭ ǇƻƭƛǎƘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦŦέ - the curious tale of Sweeney Todd. It might be detrimental to my 
health. 
 
See you soon. 
Clive 
 

Vitality!  
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                WE WANT TO LET YOU KNOW 

OPEN DAY - DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Plans for our Open Day on April 26th at the Grosvenor (same venue as the last Open Day) 
are moving along. A goodly proportion of groups will be showcasing their activities. 
 
We are planning to have posters up in the surrounding area and will be looking for some 
help in getting these displayed nearer the time. 
 
It will be an opportunity to get existing members involved with groups they ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
attend, and vitally, to attract new members. Sadly, because of our age demographic, we 
are bound to lose existing members. Some become too ill, or take on caring responsibilities 
that prevent them from getting out and about. If we are to maintain our existing 
membership numbers, let alone grow, we need new people to join us. 
 
Past Open Days have proved very successful in boosting our numbers, so please put the 
date in your diary.  
 

PLEA FROM YOUR EDITOR 
 

Whilst  the content of the Newsletter comes from a variety of sources , contributions from 

members are important . IŰd like to be sharing details of what groups have been doing, 

and have articles, photos and other items from members. However, to do that , I need 

mem bers to provide such material. Input  from you over the last couple of months has 

been low .  

 

Group information doesnŰt have to come exclusively from group organisers. If you can tell 

others about a group you attend , just liaise with your group organiser to avoid 

duplication.   

 

If there is something youŰve come across that might benefit others, or be of interest, 

donŰt keep it to yourself, let me  let others know about it. DonŰt worry about spelling or 

whether the wor ding is spot on, as editor I can tidy things like that up . If I feel thereŰs a 

problem over publishing,  I will let you know . If IŰd like to make significant amendments, 

IŰll consult you beforehand and get your agreement.   

 

Come on, donŰt be shy, share!   
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   GROUP NEWS 
 

NEW GROUP - EARLY BRITISH HISTORY 

We hope to start a new Group - a Group dealing with the period leading up to the start of the British 
History Group in 1600, which was led by Pat Wherton. By way of introduction to the period, I offer the 
following outline. 

The Roman Conquest was in the 1st Century AD. One of the best observers of tribes of Britain was Tacitus, 
who wrote on historical Celtic events. Another was Roman geographer Ptolemy, who wrote a description 
of British tribes. 

In all there were 18 tribes covering England and Wales, with more in Scotland. 

One large tribe, Corieltauvi, was created only shortly before the Roman Conquest of Britain, combining 
groups of people living in what is today most of the East Midlands. It offered no resistance to the Romans 
and was quickly turned into a civitas (an administrative district equivalent to a modern county) with its 
capital at the city of Leicester.  

The Corieltauvi are known from their coins found throughout the East Midlands, and Leicester was 
certainly an important large settlement before the Roman Conquest.  

Much has been written about the Iceni, who led the most successful revolt against Roman rule, and Queen 
Boudicca. Another tribe was the Trinuvantes, which was the first tribe to mentioned by a Roman author, 
appearing in Caesar's account of his invasion of 54 BC. The capital of this civitas was Colchester, which was 
originally founded as a colony for retired Roman soldiers, and we know that this colony, with its soldiers 
was destroyed by Queen Boudicca in retaliation for the murder of her husband King Prasutagus. 

There is much more to learn about these two and the other tribes.  

When the Roman Empire left these shores, Britain fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas were 
deserted and left to crumble, and civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable world 
came foreign invaders who established themselves as its new masters.  

If you are interested in possibly joining this Group, please let me know:  

Norma Grimes  email: norma.grimes@btinternet 

LINE DANCING GROUP 
 

I am reluctantly suspending the line dancing group , due to Jackie  our instructor  being 
incapacitated to dance for the foreseeable future .  I have tried without success to find a 
replacement.  
Chris Ringrose. 

mailto:norma.grimes@btinternet
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP 
 
In January, we decided to meet indoors at the Syston Community Centre for a workshop on 
óminiature figuresô. This gave time for all to experiment with their cameras, ask questions and give 
guidance to those that required it. It was great fun and we came up with some very creative 
images. A few are included here. 
  
Tea, coffee, and biscuits were enjoyed during the session! 
  
Next time, weather permitting, we hope to visit Bradgate Park.  
 

        
 

 
 

Next page an example produced by Candice Barker(top) and another from Christine Burne (bottom) 
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FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 
 
More and more scans of original family history related documents have been made available online. A 
few years ago, genealogists had to make do with transcripts, unless they could travel to the archives 
where the originals were held to look at them. We looked at the difference seeing the original document, 
or a scan of it, can make to our knowledge. 
 
¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ include all of the details from the original document. So for 
example, Michael Butler lost his wife then married again. His second wife Mary had 3 children baptised 
before she married him. The transcript of the baptism register indicated that she was unmarried at the 
time, as it only showed her name. But, the actual register had a note on each baptism that Michael Butler 
was the reputed father. The couple had another 8 children after they married. Michael had already 
fathered 11 children with his first wife, making 22 in total! This is by no means an isolated example, if a 
widower married a lady several years his junior (in this case Mary was over 20 years younger than 
Michael), he would end up siring more children before his new wife hit the menopause. 
 
Marriage transcripts can be limited to just the names of the bride and groom, and the date and place they 
married. If the marriage took place late 1837 onwards there is quite a lot more information to be found in 
the marriage register, or on the marriage certificate (both should in theory be the same).  See the 
example below 

 

 
In this case the transcript ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aŀǊǎƻƴ was a widower, nor did it 
show his recorded age. He was actually 20 not 22, so it was something of a surprise to find that this was 
his second marriage. His first was in 1874 when he was only 17. Further research led to the discovery that 
there was a son from that first marriage, who was brought up by his maternal grandparents. 
 
Burial entries may provide more than just a name and date, but the transcript may be limited to just 
those details. It was common for children to be named after parents and grandparents, so there could be 
3, or sometimes 4 generations, all alive at the same time, in the same place, with the same name. If the 
register includes ages, and/or parents or spouses names, or the fact that a lady is a widow, those details 
may resolve which Robert Brown or Mary Hall was buried on which date. 
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²I!¢Ω{ hb NEXT 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
In the Brookside Room at the Community Centre ς talks start 10.30am 
Tea/coffee and mingling from 10.00am 
 

March 8th, 2023  
I'll polish him ƻŦŦΗέ the Curious History of Sweeney 
Todd by Ann Featherstone 
Was he real or fictional?  
 
Why is the story of this violent murdering barber, 
18th century London low-ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ aǊǎ [ƻǾŀǘǘΩǎ ǇƛŜǎ 
so enduring and fascinating? 
 
Come along and find out! 

 
 
                                                                                                
April 12th 
Mike Storr - ΨaŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƛǊǘƘΩ 
 
An affectionate and humorous look at some 
favourite Music Hall ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΧΦΦ 
ω Iƻǿ aǳǎƛŎ Iŀƭƭ ōŜƎŀƴΦ 
ω aȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ς Joyce Grenfell, 
Stanley Holloway, Cyril Fletcher, Al Read to name 
but a few, 
ω 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
monologues 
A light-hearted and fun presentation! 

 

May 10th, 2023: 

Peter Barratt ς Ψ!ƭƛŎŜ Iŀǿƪƛƴǎ - ¢ƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘǳŜΩ 

For those groups who have heard my talk on Alice previously, I now offer an update 
with a special section on the making and unveiling of the statue of Alice in centenary 
year 2018.  

It is a fascinating story of Alice's life, the fundraising campaign I co-lead and included is 
a short TV documentary on the making and unveiling of her statue in the Leicester 
marketplace.  

Generally recognized as commencing centenary year celebrations in the UK. 
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THEATRE TRIPS 

 

Stephen Daldryôs multi award-winning National 

Theatre production of JB Priestleyôs classic thriller 

returns. 

This is on 25th March 2023. 

There is just an outside chance that a ticket might 

become available due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Please let Elaine know if you would be interested. 

elaineyarwood@outlook.com 

This is the last trip to be organised by Elaine Yarwood. 

Many thanks to her for all her hard work over recent 

years in organising them. 

 

If we are to continue to have these trips, it needs 

someone, or a small group of members, to take over from Elaine. If everyone sits back and hopes 

someone else will do it, no one will.  

 

[!{¢ ahb¢IΩ{ Da 
 
Sadly I had to miss the February talk on climate change. But interestingly I received information on 
#ÈÁÒÎ×ÏÏÄȭÓ draft strategy for tackling this issue, together with an invite to Charnwood residents to 
give their views. 
 

According to Government figures, 

in 2019 the emissions in kilotons 

of carbon dioxide equivalent 

(ktCO2e) for Charnwood were 

caused by: 

¶ Transport 35% 

¶ Domestic 27% 

¶ Industry 16% 

¶ Waste management 7% 

¶ Agriculture 6% 

¶ Commercial 5% 

¶ Public Sector Buildings 4% (e.g. 

schools/hospitals) 

¶ Other land use including 

woodland -1% 

Compared with other local district authorities, the borough produces fewer emissions per person than most 

areas. On the next page there are links to the strategy and to having a say on the matter. 

mailto:elaineyarwood@outlook.com
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Charnwood Borough Council draft Climate Change Strategy 2023-30 (PDF Document, 1.25 Mb) 

Charnwood Borough Council draft Climate Change Strategy 2023-30 Action Plan (PDF Document, 0.7 Mb) 

Have a say on the draft Climate Change Strategy 2023-30 

NATIONAL U3A ITEMS 
U3A TALKS  

       
Book here                               Book here        Book here 
 
 

 
 
You can find out more about this event  here 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/documents/charnwood_borough_council_draft_climate_strategy_2023_30/Charnwood%20Borough%20Council%20draft%20Climate%20Strategy%202023-30.pdf
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/documents/charnwood_borough_council_draft_climate_strategy_2023_30_action_plan/Charnwood%20Borough%20Council%20draft%20Climate%20Strategy%202023-30%20Action%20%20Plan.pdf
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CBCclimatechange/#Have%20a%20say%20on%20draft%20Climate%20Change%20Strategy
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/for-the-love-of-a-woman-tickets-496212674467
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/life-on-the-edge-the-dawn-of-quantum-biology-with-jim-al-khalili-tickets-507458340557
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-joe-lyons-story-food-for-thought-tickets-552625737457
https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/cook-for-the-king

